FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SILVERLINE CHEVROLET TWICE A WINNER IN BRANDS HATCH THRILLER
A scorching performance to match the hottest October sunshine on record saw Jason
Plato keep his Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship dreams alive, with
back-to-back victories in the day’s first two races at Brands Hatch.
The Oxford-based racer not only won the first two races in pure textbook style,
leading from the first corner to the very end, but he also added to his points tally with
an amazing pole position on Saturday, scoring the fastest ever qualifying time on the
Brands Hatch GP Circuit. New lap records in both the first and second races meant
an astonishing points haul, lifting him from 24 points adrift of Honda Racing’s Matt
Neal and Gordon Shedden to just five points by the end of the day’s proceedings.
Both Hondas suffered punctures in the first race of the day, meaning they finished out
of the points, leaving the door wide open for Plato to take advantage, achieving his
seventh and eight victories of the season.
“We’ve got the car set-up just perfectly,” said Plato. “It was unbeatable out there
today, thanks in no small part to the fine-tuning we did in free practice. It was amazing
in qualifying, amazing during the races, and the performance really shows why the
team at RML are the best in the business for preparing Touring Cars. Despite the
challenges we’ve faced this year, the Cruze is the best Touring Car I’ve ever driven,
and the hard work we’ve put into the set-up has really paid dividends.”
The incredible comeback leaves the championship wide open heading into the final
round of the 2011 season, which takes place at Silverstone, Northants, on Sunday
October 16.
“Realistically, it’s going to be a tough challenge,” said Plato. “The high speed nature
of Silverstone will allow the turbo cars to run at full throttle, which will make things a
little difficult for us, but if it rains then anything could happen.”
Meanwhile, Plato’s team-mate, Alex Macdowall, had a fantastic first race, with the 20year old Cumbrian bringing his Cruze home in third position, having held second all
race until a suspected puncture in the final lap made him give way to Mat Jackson’s
Ford Focus.
But Alex’s luck wasn’t to hold, after a rare mechanical failure in the second of the
day’s races saw him retire whilst running fourth.
The third race saw Plato start from 10th on the grid thanks to the BTCC’s reverse-grid
system, with Alex bringing up the rear after retiring from Race 2. A gearbox fault led
Alex to retire on Lap 7, but Plato battled through the field, initially picking off Nick
Foster’s BMW and Tom Onslow-Cole’s Ford, before an incident involving Andy
Neate’s Ford Focus and Tom Boardman’s SEAT allowed Plato to capitalise, finishing
sixth overall.
The finish tees up the BTCC for one of its closest ever season-closers, as the series
heads to the home of the British Grand Prix on October 16. In the meantime, to keep
up with all the latest news from the BTCC, along with the progress of the Silverline
Chevrolet team, visit www.rmlmallock.co.uk, www.chevroletbtcc.com &
www.silverlinetools.com/racingsilverline or follow the team on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/rmlmallock.com and www.twitter.com/rmlgroup

About RML
RML will return in 2011 to defend their titles in the FIA World Touring Car
Championship, British Touring Car Championship and the ACO Le Mans Series
LMP2 class, having claimed five titles last season.
The RML Group comprises the following divisions; Motorsport, Automotive, Engines
and Events. Based in Northamptonshire, England, the company’s 4,300 square
metre facility includes design, development, manufacturing and operational support
for international race/rally programmes and automotive engineering projects including
performance engine development.
Since its formation in 1984 RML has achieved success in a diverse range of
motorsport categories including GT/sportscars, touring cars, rally cars, single seaters
and oval speedway cars.
RML’s BTCC team work together with a number of specialist official suppliers and
technical partners including:
www.silverlinetools.com,
www.chevrolet.co.uk,
www.tesco.com/Momentum99,
www.ecmvds.co.uk,
www.dread.cc,
www.mobil.com,
www.rayswheels.co.jp,
www.ompracing.it, www.ad-group.co.uk, www.dupontrefinish.eu, www.cp.com
RML also support Spinal Research as their chosen charity – www.spinalresearch.org.
More information on RML is available at www.rmlmallock.co.uk
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Sara Lambden
Hospitality & PR Co-ordinator
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