Cruze ‘Windsor’ race in Wedding Weekend Thriller…
The eyes of the country may have been on Wills and Kate for the first part of the weekend, but
there was a plenty of action at Thruxton on Sunday, as the Hampshire Circuit hosted the third
meeting of the 2011 Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship.
And there was good reason for the Silverline Chevrolet team to celebrate, though like every
good bride, it was a little late in arriving.
Jason Plato drove a perfect race from second on the grid to take victory in the third of the
day’s races after a frustrating start to the day. Meanwhile, his young team mate Alex
MacDowall fought off a nasty illness to bring home valuable points for the team in all three
races.
The first race of the day proved the performance disparity between normally aspirated and
turbocharged cars, adding to controversy over whether or not the cars running turbos should
be restricted. And it took its toll on Plato, who despite driving hard suffered a puncture to his
nearside front tyre, leading to a dramatic exit into the tyre wall and yet more bodywork repairs
for the hard-working team at RML.
“The organisers of the series promised equality, but it was difficult to see that here this
morning,” said Plato. “I had to drive each lap like it was a qualifying lap, and that’s not strictly
fair.” But the team’s fortunes improved in the second of the day’s races, MacDowall building
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on a solid 10 position in Race One to finish 8 overall, with Plato just ahead in 7 .
But it was Race Three where the Cruzes really shone. Despite the obvious power advantages
of the turbocharged cars, Plato drove a perfect race, pulling into the lead straight from the start
line and fending off an early challenge from Mat Jackson’s Ford Focus to lead the entire race
– proof that every cloud has a Silver-Lining…
“It was tough out there today and I think the series organisers have to look long and hard at
the disparity between turbo and S2000 cars before the next round,” added Plato. “But it’s great
that we still came away from Thruxton with a victory for our fans and for the team.”
Meanwhile, young gun MacDowall put in another solid performance despite his illness,
th
bringing his Cruze home an impressive 8 overall.
The next meeting of the BTCC takes place at Oulton Park in Cheshire on June 4th-5th.
For more information and to keep up to date with all the latest team news, visit:
www.rmlmallock.co.uk, www.chevroletbtcc.com & www.silverlinetools.com/racingsilverline. Follow us on
www.twitter.com/RMLGroup, www.twitter.com/chevroletbtcc , join us on www.facebook.com/RMLGroup.
About RML
RML will return in 2011 to defend their titles in the FIA World Touring Car Championship, British Touring
Car Championship and the ACO Le Mans Series LMP2 class, having claimed five titles last season.
The RML Group comprises the following divisions; Motorsport, Automotive, Engines and Events. Based
in Northamptonshire, England, the company’s 4,300 square metre facility includes design, development,
manufacturing and operational support for international race/rally programmes and automotive
engineering projects including performance engine development. Since its formation in 1984 RML has
achieved success in a diverse range of motorsport categories including GT/sportscars, touring cars, rally
cars, single seaters and oval speedway cars.
RML’s BTCC team work together with a number of specialist official suppliers and technical partners
including:

www.silverlinetools.com, www.chevrolet.co.uk, www.tesco.com/Momentum99,
www.ecmvds.co.uk, www.dread.cc, www.mobil.com, www.rayswheels.co.jp,
www.ompracing.it, www.ad-group.co.uk, www.dupontrefinish.eu, www.cp.com RML also support
Spinal Research as their chosen charity – www.spinal-research.org.
For more information on our racing programmes, please contact:
Sara Lambden
Hospitality & PR Co-ordinator
RML Group
T: +44 (0)1933 402440
E: saral@rmlmallock.co.uk

